CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 17th JANUARY 2002. 

Present:  
Bill Withall 
:   Chairman


Diane Merritt



Jim Gale 
:   Vice Chairman

Jonathan Sykes



David Brown




David Clark  :  Parish Clerk

      

Amanda Holroyd
   




5 Members of the public including: Cllr D Lay WCC, Cllr P Veasey KDC, Cllr W Lewis Collingbourne Kingston PC, Police Sgt Paul Oatway.

ITEM 1 : APOLOGIES

1.1
Mr W Shaw sent his apologies : due to conflict with date for a Company AGM. 

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

2.1
J Sykes declared his interest in Item 6:  Bridle-way No. 3 passes close to his home.  

ITEM 3 : APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
The minutes of the meeting on 20th December 2001were approved.  Proposed by D Brown, seconded by J Gale

ITEM 4 : MATTERS ARISING     There were no matters arising.

ITEM 5 :  APPROVAL OF PAYMENT FOR PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
5.1
At the invitation of the Chair, the Clerk made the following statement:-

5.1.1   The minutes of the meeting on 20 September (para 5.5) record CPC agreement to the purchase of playground equipment to a cost of £6000 as proposed by the King GeorgeV Playing Fields Committee (KGPFC). To be funded from the £9000 held in the KGPFC Accounts. The Clerk to CFPC later confirmed the agreement of her Council and the purchase could therefore proceed.   To enable the appropriate recovery of VAT the KGPFC was directed to place the order in the name of the authorising authorities:  for administrative simplicity it was agreed that this should be done through one Parish Council: that of Chute.

5.1.2   The Invoice for the equipment totalling £6000 net ( £7050 VAT Incl) has been received from the supplier, made out to Chute Parish Council.   The KGPFC has confirmed satisfactory receipt and directed their Treasurer to issue funds totalling £7050 to CPC. This has now been banked and authority is requested to pay the Invoice forthwith.  NB  Once a receipt has been received from the supplier, the VAT will be claimed from HM Customs and Excise and, on receipt, refunded to the KGPFC.

5.2
The statement was accepted and expenditure of £7050.00 approved.  Proposed by A Holroyd, seconded by J Sykes.

ITEM : 6 UPGRADE OF BRIDLEWAY 3 TO BY-WAY OPEN TO ALL TRAFFIC
6.1
The Chairman made the following opening position statement:

"We come to one of the biggest challenges facing the Village for many years:  the claim to upgrade to a byway (open to wheeled traffic) two footpaths and a bridleway running some two miles across country from the C21 at Collingbourne Kingston to Chantry Lane.  The proposal is preposterous and the Parish Council will resist it vigorously.  The upgrading is apparently being based on an outdated historical precedent going back to the 1820’s.  It certainly has no relevance to today’s society, it cannot be of any benefit to the village nor to the wider community who enjoy the Chute countryside.  Wiltshire CC has provided no factual evidence to back this historical claim.  It came to the Parish Council as a bald statement totally unsubstantiated and part of a two paragraph letter – nothing more.  As you will hear we are pressing Wiltshire to provide the necessary evidence.  I fear the proposal has far reaching connotations for the countryside at large if it were successful. Motorised wheeled vehicles scrambling over footpaths and bridleways in an AONB, and the danger and damage they will cause,  will be devastating for us all. "

6.2
The Chairman then stated that the views of the members of the public present were of significance and therefore exceptionally threw the meeting open to enable an exchange of ideas.  During this period all present contributed significantly to the joint understanding of the situation and the best way in which the matter might be taken forward to best effect.  Actions agreed included the decision of  Cllr D Lay (WCC) to walk the total route affected by the upgrade claim in order that he might properly represent the gravity of the situation The input of  Mr W Lewis, the Collingbourne Kingston PC specialist on Rights of Way matters was of particular value. 

6.3
The input of the Tidworth Police representative, Sgt P Oatway,  was also much appreciated and covered:  

Assurance of their continuing impartiality but their failure to understand the need to upgrade the route in question given existing two and four wheel off-roader access. 

With regard to the recently reported incidence of illegal access, PC Davies would  be liaison officer. He will patrol the area at key times and pay particular attention to illegal access, driving standards and safeguarding public safety.

6.4
The Clerk read the input by W Shaw (unavoidably absent).  This recorded the sympathetic reception he had had from senior Police officers at the recent Community Safety Partnership meeting.   Also the specific advice that land-owners should display the status of footpaths and bridleways since this could make prosecution of illegal users easier.  

6.5
Having established that all present supported the Parish Council position,  the Chair then closed the open session.   The text of a letter to WCC Rights of Way officer formally setting out the position of the Parish Council was then approved.  This embraced the following key elements:-

Objection to the claimed upgrade and determination to vigorously resist.

Requirement that the alleged legal basis of the claimed upgrade be provided.

Requirement for a realistic extension to time available to provide full response.

Request that the matter should not be decided under delegated powers.

6.6
The text of a letter to the members of the WCC Regulatory Cttee was then agreed. This was to be accompanied by a copy of the foregoing letter setting out the PC position and,  in particular,  seeking their agreement to take the matter in Committee rather than allowing it be dealt with under delegated powers. 

ITEM 7 :  PLANNING
7.1
The approval notified in the Agenda was noted.  The Chairman also advised that the appeals made to the Secretary of State against the decisions of KDC over the site at Hookwood Estate had been dismissed and the enforcement notice upheld.

ITEM 8 : ANY OTHER BUSINESS

8.1
AUDIT OF 2000/01 PARISH ACCOUNTS    The Clerk advised that the appropriate public notice had been displayed on 2nd January and the Audit was to take place on the 22nd February 02.  Mrs P Caddick the former Clerk had kindly volunteered to be present at the Audit to make the process as efficient and economical as possible.

8.2
INSURANCE OF PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT   The Clerk advised that the KGPFC had asked that both the existing and new equipment should be added to the joint Parish Council insurance policy with Cornhill:  the premium to be met from funds raised by KGPFC.  This was being arranged.

8.3
LENGTHSMEN ACTIVITIES   The Clerk advised that he had carried out a joint inspection of a number of key areas with Mr Keith Day (area supervisor) to prepare for the next Team visit on 14/15 February.   Mr Day had undertaken to have the following done as a matter of priority:-

Drain clearance on Malthouse Lane - in next week.

Clearance of leaves/soil on verges of Dummer Lane - in next fortnight.

Re-surface area at junction of U/C8063 & Cadley - as soon as possible.

Repair potholes on U/C8063 near providence Cottage - as soon as possible.

8.4
SOUTH BOUNDARY OF TIBBS MEADOW  The Clerk read a letter from Shaftesbury Housing Group - DB/rar dated 16 January 02 - setting out the work they are prepared to do to improve this area.  He advised that although the offer did not come close to meeting the desired objectives,  given the expiry of initial planning conditions after five years, it was probably a fair one.   After discussion the offer was accepted subject to conveyance of the following comments/provisos:-

Trees at the rear of the bus shelter should be trimmed to prevent deterioration of the structure.

The type of tree should be specified - they need/should not be high growing types.

The old trees, to be replaced, should be removed.

They should be asked to reconsider provision of a simple (stock?) fence along the road-side of the southern boundary to prevent recurrence of damage to planting.

8.5
CARING FOR BUS SHELTER    During the foregoing discussion the voluntary efforts of  Mrs Mary Cummins to keep the shelter clean were mentioned with appreciation.  The Chair asked the Clerk to see that this was noted in the next issue of the Chronicle.   Action: Clerk.
8.6
NEW CODE OF CONDUCT   In response to a query from J Gale the Chairman advised that the Clerk had produced a brief on the subject and this was now on circulation.

8.7 
ALLOCATION OF LOCAL HOUSING   D Merritt asked if young people seeking local housing could be given any assistance/extra priority.  The Chair said this was unlikely given the KDC system but he would be happy to write in support of assistance to people who belonged in the area - this was after all seen to be the justification for the Tibbs Meadow development.

8.8
FLAGPOLE PLAQUE    D Brown said he had noted some (premature) deterioration.  The Chair said he would look out the background papers and pass them to the Clerk so that the situation could be investigated.

8.9
QUALITY COUNCILS - DEFRA CONSULTATION PAPER  The Chair proposed that the ad hoc group should meet on Thursday 24th January 02 at 10.00 to formulate a recommended response to the Paper.  (See Minutes of 20 December 01 - para 9.1)

8.10
The date of the next meeting was then confirmed as 21 February 02 and, there being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed..
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